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EDITORIAL by Sis Celsa Taraya
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Tranquility hovers the earth

It reminds us how great God is

He is risen! A promise fulfilled! Alleluia!

The breaking of dawn tells us, He is with us till the e
of time.

Jesus leaves us Faith, Hope and Love to forge our
journey ahead.
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Whether some methods become obsolete, whether
new manifestations of the Spirit arise, the permanen
task of the Cursillista*, a layman will continue to be t
infusion of Christianity into life, through the encounte
and personal friendship with God and in communion
with his brothersg Pope Paul the VI, Cursillos in
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Jesus is alive. We eat His body and drink His blood
unity with God theFather, the Holy Spirit, our Blessec
Mother Virgin Mary, all the Angels and Saints in the
Holy Eucharist.

Live and let live in His Grace.
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MARIPOSA FEATURE

Living the Living Charism of Cursillo
By: Deacon Steve Budnik

During my 29 years as a Cursillista, the phrase Charism of Cursillo has intrigued, inspired, and
sometimes been a source of frustration. In the past | have been frustrated upon hearing the phrase
ACharism of Cur s tintehtioned Curgilo lkeadars vihy weve @inable to define it. In fact,
| was a Cursillista for 15 years before | discovered a clear definition of the Charism of Cursillo. Before
sharing that definition of the Charism of Cursillo, | will mention what keeps me inspired and intrigued
by the Charism of Cursillo. The Charism of Cursillo can only be truly understood by living it. The
Charism of Cursillo is itself living T as the action of the Holy Spirit in the life of the Cursillista, the
Cursillo Community, and the Environment. | will say more about living the living Charism of Cursillo
toward the end of this article.

So, what is the Charism of Cur si | | oeghisiefthé s
Catholic Church defines charism as a specific gift or grace of the Holy Spirit which directly or
indirectly benefits the Church, given in order to help a person live out the Christian life, or to serve the
common good in building up the Church (799, 951). The Glossary of: Fundamental Ideas of the
Cursillo Movement says that charism is a special grace, given by God that enables and motivates a
person to serve in the renewal and building of the Church. Many movements of the Church, such as
Cursillo, Charismatic Renewal, Couples for Christ, etc. share a common gift of the Holy Spirit given to
build up the Church. That common gift, charism is the kerygmatic proclamation of the gospel, in other
words: proclaiming the basic message of salvation by the witness of life. Though this charism is
common among many movements, each of those movements also has their own unique charism,
typically dealing with the approach to the kerygmatic proclamation and the sustaining of their
communities. This charism that is unique to a particular movement is sometimes called the
foundational charism because it is a special grace given to the founders of the movement.

In 2009 | discovered what | consider an excellent, understandable, and practical definition for the
Charism of Cursillo. | found it in The Cursillo Movement - Study of the Charism OMCC Monthly
Mailing -2008 -2009 Published by OMCC (Organismo Mundial De Cursillos De Christianidad).

Below is my summary of that definition: The Charism of Cursillo consists of three interconnected
elements: Essence, Purpose, and Method.

Essence: The Cursillos in Christianity is the best news that God loves us in Christ communicated by
the best means possible--friendship. It is directed to the best in each man or woman, that is, his or
her very being as a person--with a capacity to be convinced, to make decisions, and to persevere.
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Purpose: That the personal encounter with Christ reaches the most possible number of
people, preferably, but not limited to, the far away. Using a concrete, well thought-out, studied
and prayed upon plan, the Pre-Cursillo, Cursillo, and Post-Cursillo use its strength and
energy in an adequate and possible way (Group Reunion and Ultreya) so that those far away
Christians and sometimes not yet Christians, whether because of lack of formation,
misinformation, or no information, can be brought to the good news that God loves them in
Christ. Note that the personal encounter with Christ is the focal point. The encounter with self
is a means to encounter with Christ. The encounter with others is a consequence of the
encounter with Christ.

Method: The three phases, Pre-Cursillo, Cursillo, and Post-Cursillo form one method. They
are structured in such a way that the essence and purpose can be fulfilled. The Pre-Cursillo
generates the Cursillo Weekend, and the Cursillo Weekend generates the Post-Cursillo.

It is important to realize that this definition of the Charism of Cursillo is NOT the charism.
Rather, the Charism of Cursillo can only be truly realized by living it. Imagine what it would be
like for someone who had never lived a Cursillo Weekend or attended a Group Reunion or
Ultreya to read this definition. That person would understand the words, but would have
difficulty appreciating it as a gift of the Holy Spirit. Only we who have lived our Cursillo
Weekend and have experienced the working of the Holy Spirit in our lives and our community
through Group Reunion and Ultreya can begin to appreciate the gift of the Holy Spirit present
in the Charism of Cursillo. The experience and appreciation grow as we continue living the
living Charism of Cursillo. As we live the living Charism of Cursillo, we can look through the
lens of our experiences and see the Holy Spirit animating this charism in the flow of the Rollo,
Meditations, and Weekend Activities, thus creating the ideal Christian community among the
Cursillistas gathered to serve the weekend. We see similar movements of the Holy Spirit in
the Pre-Cursillo and Post-Cursillo as we share our lives in friendship with one another. As we
see these movements of the Holy Spirit, there is atendencytod o c u me nt  théhwayit 4
shoul d beodo. We needatasaherbisa rdal danger of quenchgng thenlife tofh
the Charism. Jesus Valls Flores in the forwardto Eduar d o BonniTesamenMy

put it this way: AThe | e gthidlagdcy, the receptioa of it,ist i 0
not a question of adopting principles but of embodying a natural apost ol at e 0 . It
whoacts in an ordinary way to t he ththgCharigrsof o
Cursillo than he who knows and tenaciously argues over the rules governing the method.
Seeninthiswaywecanconsi der the rightful heir ofisE
who so ever expressestheirent husi astic 6yesd to the invi

Cursillos propose, rather than whoever observes the theory imposing it by seniority with a
|l onging for themselves. 0

Brothers and Sisters may we continue to live the living Charism of Cursillo in its essence
aligned with its purpose and following its method as a community moved and guided by the
Holy Spirit.
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By Sis Vangie Dizon

Trust in God carries a lot especially for Catholi

What do we know of Trust? It is defined as a
noun: firm belief irreliability, truth, ability, or
strength of someone or something. It is a verb
as well.

GLY D2R ¢S GNHzGE D 2 ¢
everywhere; on paper money, posters, decals
on cars, Tshirts, magnets, canvas art and more

In our life, we cannoteally go on without
believing that there is a God who we worship,
pray, believe and trust.

When we were very young, our parents would
take us to Church and learn religion served on
platter. No questions asked. Total obedience.
We just live by it as tadm. It had become a
habit. We were told that it is a sin not to go to
Church on Sundays. We trusted our parents tf
instead of doing it from the heart, it became ar
obligation.

Through the years in my life, so much had
happened. Challenges came my way ifelove,
got married, gave birth to three boys, got
divorced, and ended up raising young children
as a young, single mother myself.

It was hard to accept and understand the orde
suffered.l surrendered everything to God and
trusted Him to guide me. Swetimes | wonder
why God let this happen to my family.

L FY F FAIKGSNWP L R2y
bounce back, rise from it, learn from it and do
better.

| am a planner. | know exactly what to do, and
why | do it in a detailed strategy.llfose
something in the process, perseverance in
looking for it and not giving up easily will lead m
to finding it.

¢CKIdQa K2¢g L &ad2NDAGDSR
of God with the help of family and friends.

Trust and believe in yourself.

| am the contactor who executes the plan. |
design and map it out to make a path to my
destiny.

A lot of people | hear and read about who
struggled at first, but use those hardships and
tribulations to motivate them to proceed and
4dzO0OSSR® ¢KS& o0Swn2YS
companies. Their stories raise my confidence. |

they could do it, | can do it too.

It is difficult to find Trust in the midst of adversity
Life sometimes is full of surprises. | have God o
my side when that happens.

| will leave you with these:

-DoMid GKAY]l (22 YdzOK®
Learn to communicate with kindness
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- Be open to let them know what you want. It is
21Fe G2 3S{ KdzNIi tlosdirust
and respect.

Trust yourself, respect each other, and above a
trust God.
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Poet in Our Midst

Rejoice! The Lord is Risen
(Easter Vigil reflections)
By: Sis Daisy Lopoz

fMnNd So it happened. 0
A powerful line from Genesis
From the Eaeadingss Vi gil 6s

MNd So it happenedoi t 6 s wr i tt en
Jesus, His Fatheros will , f
From age to age, ever remaining

The redeemer; merciful and forgiving.

Mnd soithappenedo, t hat power f ul I i

Genesisrepe at s; after each creation
Echoing a message to humankind that only
When God allows it; can events do happen?

And So it happened. The Crucified Lord is risen.
With faith, His message we are embracing.

ALove one another. o Loving an

Only then can we echo: And So it happened.

Rejoice, The Lord is risen.
Happy Easter to you all.
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UltreyaRe por t é

April 2023 Ultreyawas
hosted byOur Lady of
Good Counsel Team
The witness speaker A G R 4

was SidNenette
Villafuerte

3 OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL
Make a frlend, eul L i e Qur Lady of GGood Counsel Toam
Be a friend,

ring a friend to Christ. San feandro, CA

San Leandro, California

May 2023 Ultreyawvas hosted by th&t. Patrick Team The witness speaker is none other than our

FCC Secretary and member of St. Patrick Team Sis Celsa Vdeagkso celebrate thay birthdays
and honored all the mothersfa 2 § K SN & RI &
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Agape Teanhosted theJune 2023 UltreyasSis Gie Picaredolumna was the witness speaker. June
Birthdays were celebrated and the Ultreya was made special as we recognized the outgoing Secre
Members (Sis. Clarita, Sis Celsa and Sis Josie) and welcomed the new ones (Sis Marie anjl Sis Cc

Thank you Sis Josie (Pre Cursilla
Chair) and Sis Clarita (Post Cursill

— ) . > Chair) for the many years of service
= o (Not in picture, Sis Celsa out going
Agape Teang Ultreya Host | Secretary)

Our newlyelected members of
Secretariat
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The Cursillo School of Leaders

SOL PRESENTATIONS for

April, May and June 2023
By Sis Gid Eugenio

In months of April and June, our SOL doctrir
LINBaSyidlriaAaz2y Aa 2y alg 5
tF NI ™M YR Hé o00KSnthef Sa&
Sermon on the Mount) bRRichard Murray Richard
did awonderful jobexplaining to us the wisdom

| of The Beatitudesg
teaching us how to put
2y | aySg Y,
(metanoia) to attain true
happiness and holiness.
In his talk, he statethe
contrastbetween how
God of the OId

1 Testamenigave his
commandments on a

mountain of smoke, thunder, cloudsa mountain

where no people or animals can approach or touch
when He gave his Great Torah through Moses dow
to His people, versus Jesus of the New Testament
who sits down gently on a motain or a plain to give
His sermon, the Beatitudes, his Torah of Love to Hi
people with human connection and friendliness.

Best of all, Richard clarified that the 8 keys of the
Beatitudes are interconnected like a ladder or door:
within a mansion to unldcthe mysteries of inner
Truth ¢ the road to holiness and the happiness of
communing with the God of Love and His creation!

Sometimes it is easy to forget the most basic and
simpletruths of what we are calledto6 S ¢ | &
Christian Cursillistas without contially discerning

the will of God in our lives.

¢tKS 06221 d&Bda@?DisderiimgtThe Wil
ofD2RE 0@ C Nibis &idiveyfl too] tb f
guideus as Cursillo servalgaders. Last month
(May), ourSOL Technical talk was the said book
on Chapter 4Temptatians of Leadership and
Chapter 5Gratification and SelGratification-
presented by broDan Soliof Transfiguration and
OLGC TeamBro. Dan gave an inspiringtness

of a test of his integrity at
work even at the point of
losing it to stand for the
truth. We learned from
GeSYLIiFGA2Y a
that the real leader is the oné
who sees the needs of
others, does what is right
and is not concerned with popularity or persone
success.

In Chapter 5: Gratification and S@&fatification,
we learned that the true apostle findhe work

of Christ gratifying, whether or not it is alys
saisfying. SeHgratification isabout control;
gratification is about authentic love. Wheve
only seek gratification, weill accept failures
more easily and place successesheit proper
context. As leaderor Christ, we have nothing tc
prove toanyone; all we ned to do is carry on the
[ 2 N@b.AThank you, bro. Dan, for a wonderf

presentation of the SOL Technical Talk for the mon
of May!

Please note that all the SOL presentations are
captured in video and are available at the FCC
website. 8| Page



THREE DAY CURSILLO

By: Sis ka Urbano

A LOVE LETTER

DAD, MOM AND J.R. URBANO
262 Emerald Wa
Hercules, CA 94547

To our dearest Mayette:

Congratulations kiddo! Your Dad, yotirlr @2 NAGS ONRGKSNE Wowd | yR 2
happy and proud of your choice to spend this special time with the Lord! Praise the Lord!

We are sure that these two precious days will be spent not only with friends, new and old alikepbu
SALISOALffte gAGK 2dzad &2dz2NESEF YR | AYXX | gl @&
2PSNJ GKS NIRA2ZI FNRY (KS 6SS{SYR 02NAYy3 K2YS
O2YLI ye& YR &2dz2NJ a2 XO2R&SRZ @RANAK B2 RQEI Gé¢ 28 LI N
FNRY (GKS LIK2YyS NAy3IAy3ad gKAOK LQY a2 adaNB | NE
weekend, the quality time you will have is worth trading with all these things you always hagea very
rare moment to be just yourself in communion with God. We really wish everybody could have the
opportunity and choice you diénd find time to break away from the ddg-day routine.

As we let you go to a strange place to spend twmlehdays with people we hardly know, our fears a
concern for your safety will always be in our hearts. Parents calDWE children may perhaps call

RESTRICTIONDnly a parent, who you will become someday, will ever understandttiaisge feelirg. This
will always be felt when you and J.R. get out of our sight to go to school, to attend a party, to drive to
and back, to drive friends home in your eagerness to help, even a call to our office from home telling
are not feeling well. Tk strange feelingis always there in our hearts. We are confident though that
can take good care of yourself now and always. We are also confident and proud that you can take
your brother for us when we are not around.

Your Dad and | are vemuch aware that perhaps we have a lotcob h béQ ¢Aay” 2 dzNJ K@ %5i4ad
You may perhaps feel so restricted. We were kids once before, our parents did not let us have eve
we asked, and we know how it feels to be denied what we want ma#itwe could think of then asé L ¢
bh¢ ClButwe yu grow older and wiser, and perhaps have kids of your own someday, yc
LINPOolFofe O2YS G2 NBIfATS GKS RSSLISNI YSIyAy3d 2
healthy upbiinging. You know Mayette, | am perhaps a mirror image of your Lola Mang. Durir
formative years, she was the disciplinarian in the family; very strict, taught all five of us all the home ¢
except your Tita Be who was very sickly. She gave@abf us a permanent share tine chores. She wa
so tight with money todecause money was not always in the family purse. Sounds familiar? Now
am a parent myself, looking back at my childhood and the things my mother taught me, despiteyso me
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denials, | will be forever grateful to your Lola Mang for teaching me all she knew, even pedugps). Too
bad, we only have you and J.R. You are our first born. You and J.R. could have at least dmethesrand
a sister to share the chores. You and J.R. are the most precious gifts the Lord blessed your Dad and

As we look back over the years, we feel so humbled by the blessing the Good Lord showered us. He
there for us. During thesemo days, | hope you could meditate and really feel that special bond witl
Lord. Open your heart to Him. Tell Him all your cares, your problems, your dreams, your hopes! Yo
surprised to find a willing and eager ear who listens. You hopeowlel de like Him who listens not only
nice words but also to unpleasant ones. We listen even if we seem not to. We always love and
youeven if we seldom show these feelings, most especially me, your Mom. Just open up and comr
with us.

YourDad and | just hope that you concentrate all your time and effort in your studies. For you and
finish college will be the culmination of our hopes and dreams. If God wills it, we will always be there
you out because we care so mudut if we are unable to do it for whatever reason, we wish you cati
least make it come true for us. Thank you for doing the best you can.

We do not mean for you to use up all your Kleenex tissues. You need them for your allergy atta
Choo!). 8 cheer up and remember, we all love you and so does the Lord. We hope your weekend \
KFELILRS YSY2NIofS IyR NBFNBaKAyd 2ySo 52y Qi ¢
laundry. Mom will postpone cleaning the house ungkt week! Ha, Ha, Ha! Come home soon.

With all our love and kisses,

DAD (Fernando)
MOM (Liza)
J.R. (Joseph Ryan)

-

PSaSftAaal aGale&SdiaSéeé ! NblFy23X wmT @& Mi-day @ebkerd infVallg
California on Marci26-27, 1990.
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PRE CURSILLO

What | learned from the Sponsors Workshop

By: Bro Ananda

Sometime last year, | was asked by Sis Celsa how my experience was from the first workshop

attended. It took me awhile to gathermyt hought s, but hereds what
As a sponsor for the Weekend, someone had said yes to you to be candidate(s). Do not be
afraid to ask questions if they have undergone a Cursillo Christian formation or movement
before with a big smile. Invite themt o t he group reuni on. Do not b
Continue inviting them. You dondt want t
Continue inviting friends and relatives for the Weekend. Call to follow-up. If they ask what and
why, give them the tri-fold br ochur e of Cursill o, and tell t
1:39). The feeling of the Cursillo experience

place for that. In there, they will experience love of God.

Do not be discouraged. Cursillo can be a treasure found. Be like the persistent widow in the
parable (Lk 18:1) Pray always without becoming weary. Invite people who are dedicated and
faithful to the Church and Jesus, not for numbers. Bring people to Christ.

Be proact i v eafradridfollaveup. Start alfriendship that way.

Be a witness to others. Share the joy of the Weekend with them.

| am looking forward to the next Sponsors Workshop in July 2023.

De Colores! Let's keep the flame alive.
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2023 FRIENDSHIP DANCE

TheFriendship dance 202®as
hosted byOur Lady of Fatimand
Verbum Deteams. It was held at

Hilton Concord on May 6, 2023.
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