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Message From the Editor 

I am your sister Annie Villarente and I lived my Cursillo on 

April of 2004, Cursillo #70, at St Anthony Claret, Decuria of 

St Perpetua. 

First I would like to greet everyone with a very Happy 

Thanksgiving. I  pray for a joyful  one in the presence of your 

loved ones. We offer our praises and thanksgiving to our 

God  who is truly magnificent!  

God,  in His infinite wisdom and  perfect knowledge of our 

hearts, our minds, our past, present  and future saw fit to 

place me in this position as the Communication Administra-

tor and  Newsletter Editor as well, until such time that 

someone else will hearken to His call to  fill the position of 

Editor. No, I have never published any written thing in my 

life nor done editing on a scale that would qualify a person 

to be an editor. God knows best. And it  humbles me. It is 

through Discernment that made me try.   

Discernment really works, brother and sisters. The Holy 

Spirit knows and guides, blanketing our thoughts with a 

gentle  reminder that nothing is impossible when He wills it 

to be so. He soothes our fears, gifting us with the grace of  

Trust, first and foremost in God,  then in oneself and lastly 

in others.  

I would like to offer  congratulations to Bro Vic Ramos and 

Sis Temi for doing an amazing job for the Mariposa. It would 

be very  hard to fill their shoes.  The Mariposa looked so pro-

fessionally done when they were at the helm.  We wonôt 

see that for a while yet but there is always 

hope.  We are finally publishing the Maripo-

sa.  I am at the stage of trying a few things.  

Hopefully it would appeal to you.  If not,  

know that  any format right now will be tem-

porary.  

Soon a survey will be done so you can help us 

determine what kind of features should be 

carried in the Newsletter versus the website. 

In the next issue,  I will introduce the mem-

bers of the Communication Committee, and 

the Secretariat.   

Thank you all for the care and support you 

have given to Bro Willie and me. all these 

years. Know that we will try to do our best  

with Godôs grace. Pray unceasingly. 

Peace and Blessings. De Colores! 

CURSILLO 
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Save The 

Dates 

 

Womenôs Cursillo #101  and   Menôs Cursillo#102  

Rector/Rectora  Discernment 

 When:  Saturday, January 12, 2019,  10 AM - 2 PM   
 Where:  Cathedral of Christ the Light Parish Hall,  Oakland, CA 

 Contact: Sis Josie Herrera 

WEST ULTREYA   

  When:  Saturday, January 12, 2019 

  Where: Cathedral of Christ the Light Parish Hall,      

    Oakland, CA  

 EAST  ULTREYA   

   When:  Saturday, January 26, 2019 

   Where:   Queen Of All Saints, Concord CA 

 

  SCHOOL OF LEADERS   

    When:  Monday, January 28, 2019 

    Where:   Cathedral of Christ the Light Parish Hall,    

      Oakland, CA  
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Friends In Christ  

Editorôs note: In this section, we  feature 

our Cursillo friends,  who we journey to-

gether as we live a life that is fundamen-

tally Christian.  First is our Lay Director 

who just begun her term on August, 2018.  

Future issues will feature anyone in our 

group reunion teams  who would want to 

share a little of themselves, a message or 

a peek into what moves them.  It does not 

matter if it is a full article or just a  short 

paragraph, the Mariposa is for you. 

Sis. Cora Tuason   

Lay Director of the  FCC, Diocese of Oakland  

  

I lived my Cursillo in 1995, Cursillo No. 52, at St Anthony Claret in Clayton, CA . My  decuria is 

St Therese.  It has been a most challenging and gratifying 23 years of Cursillo life. 

 Dcn Noe and I  have three adult children, all with their own families. We have three 

grandchildren, the youngest is three months old, our only granddaughter.  

 I love traveling, singing; hanging out with friends to movies, restaurants and casinos. I 

used to love reading but eye problems wonôt let me do that anymore.  Among my dislikes are 

shopping, doing housework and cooking. 

 I went back to work after 10 years of living ña life of leisure.ò  I am working with St. Joseph 

Notre Dame Catholic High School in Alameda, responsible for monitoring their tuition receiva-

bles and for accounting of all donations and grants received by the school.  I am also involved in 

recommending families who should receive tuition assistance,  I find this role fulfilling as I feel 

that I am able to help students get a good education despite financial challenges. I enjoy my 

work and the people I work with and the people we serve in that school. 

 I never wanted to be a deaconôs wife because people had expectations and I was fearful 

that I couldnôt live up to them.  However, I felt it was Godôs plan for Dcn Noe to be ordained, and 

who am I to go against His plans.  So, my prayer was always, ñLet it be done, Lord, according to 

Your will.ò And so, he was ordained.  I support him by putting aside my own need for his time 

and attention, for the parishôs need for his time and attention. 

 Dcn Noe was my  Cursillo sponsor.  I was hesitant at first, but he said that he would be 

the only Cursillista in our team that would be without a spouse.  So, I gave my consent. It defi-

nitely was not a good reason to join the Cursillo, but hey, it got me, right?  My weekend was not 

life changing.  To be honest, I felt that it was just like a review of my religion classes throughout 

my school years.  However, I was touched by the joy and the friendship shared by the servers at 

that weekend.  It was enviable. 
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Through the years after that weekend, Cursillo changed my life: through the witness talks 

of the sisters and brothers during ultreyas, through the sharing during group reunions, through 

serving during weekends, through listening to doctrinal talks and reflections of School of Leadersô 

guest speakers. Finally, through the friendship lived by Cursillistas,I slowly began to understand 

what Cursillo has been saying all along about our mission in this world: to share the Good News 

of Christôs love for us, to bring our neighbors closer to Christ, and to live a life of grace all in 

friendship.  

I joined the Corpus Christi team right after my weekend.  However, Deacon Stan Lee 

asked Noe and I to guide four new sisters (who all belonged to the Our Lady of Good Counsel 

(OLGC) Parish) he sponsored, and make sure they belonged to a team.  So, we decided to start a 

new Team, the OLGC team, and stayed with this team, since we also belonged to the OLGC Par-

ish then.  Later on, we became very close to some brothers and sisters in the Cursillo choir.  We 

decided to form  another team, the Mother Teresa of Kolkata Team.  We now belong to those two 

teams.  

I was a Rectora of Cursillo No. 68 in 2003, at the Holy Redeemer Church. I have served in 

the Secretariat in the following positions: Treasurer, SOL Chairperson, Lay Director. 

To be honest, becoming a Lay Director was never in my plan; so, in a way, I had no vision 

in place.  However, I believed that God had a plan for me.  He may have invited me to serve the 

FCC as a Lay Director through the voices of many brothers and sisters.  I responded.  Now that I 

am the Lay Director, my personal goal is to help  create an environment where every Cursillista is 

happy and joyful to be a missionary disciple of Christ in concert with the members of the Secretar-

iat and team reps.  I say this, because that is what I aim for myself as well.  When I see everyone 

in our community happy and joyful and united during our eventsðbe it during Ultreyas, or SOLs 

or Grand Ultreyas, etc. and always staying friends with each other, I sense that I am fulfilling what 

God has invited me to do for the community. 

In conclusion I would like to say to my Cursillista friends that ever since I became your Lay 

Director, I have always felt the love and support of the community.  For this, I am very grateful.  It 

makes my fear of not being able to handle the demands of this job dissipate.  I, in turn, promise to 

reciprocate your love and support with a promise to do the best I can in every task that comes my 

way, not for personal exultation, but for the glory of God and for love of the Cursillo family.  Anoth-

er thing that is important is for any Cursillista to feel free to share with me and the Secretariat any 

thought and concern that would make us serve the community better.  Lastly, please pray for me 

that I may have the wisdom to know what God wants of me and the courage to carry it out, and 

that any decision and action that I take with and through the Secretariat, begins and ends with 

love.  Some decisions and actions may be challenging, but, by listening to the promptings of the 

Spirit, nothing is impossible. Thank you and God bless FCC.  
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SIS EDITH GUEVARRA 

(RECTORA) 

 

I am your Sis. Edith Guevarra.  I lived my Cursillo in 

May 1984, Cursillo #33, at Mount Mary Immaculate, 

Lafayette, CA.  My Decuria is St. Monica. 

Here I am Lord! You called me to be the Rectora for the 

Filipino Cursillo Communityôs Womenôs Cursillo #97.  I 

was blessed to have three wonderful Vice Rectoras who 

walked with me to form the FCC WC#97 Service Team.  

Sis. Nilda Flores, VR for Piety, led her group of prayer-

filled sisters as prayer warriors. Sis. Becky Custodio, 

Study Vice-Rectora inspired our Rollistas to deliver 

rollos that provided inspiration, knowledge, and eye-

opening talks to our new sisters.  Sis. Edna Marr, Action 

Vice-Rectora and her group provided us with never-

ending supply of physical sustenance the whole weekend  

Our Spiritual Advisors: Dcn. Noe Tuason, Dcn. Steve 

Budnik, Dcn. Rey Encarnacion, and Fr. William Rosario 

graced us with their presence and availability for spiritu-

al guidance and counselling.  We also had two fantastic 

mentors who have been our guide.  They are Sis. Cora 

Tuason and Sis. Josie Herrera.  Sis. Doris Sunga, our 

Understudy also played a vital role. She really is ready to 

be our next Rectora!  

Our core meetings and formation meetings were all faith

-filled as we allowed the Spirit to lead us.  (A special 

thank you to my better half who provided sustenance at 

all our core group meetings.)  I am very grateful to all 

our Sister Cursillistas who diligently attended our for-

mation meetings.  Our formation meetings proved to 

deepen our relationship with one another and our com-

mitment to Christ.  It was also a preparation for our own 

retreat, not just our new sistersô retreat. 

As the Rectora, I prayed hard for wisdom and a lot of 

patience and understanding.  I prepared myself for 

whatever will come during the weekend.  I prayed for all 

the members of the Service Team.  God answered my 

call.  The Service Team members were all cooperative 

and diligently performed their respective roles and re-

sponsibilities.  The weekend was filled with the spirit of 

faith that moved us to service, self-surrender, and sacri-

fice.  I felt that there was a connection with one another, 

a unity amongst all.  Our Service Team gave witness to 

the candidates by their loving care, their music, their 

smile.  You can see that all 60 of us loved and worked 

productively for Godôs glory. 

FCC WC#97 was blessed with 14 wonderful new sisters, 

and we all journeyed together to meet Christ and to 

know Him better.  I felt that the Holy Spirit was always 

present as shown by our new sistersô eagerness to be 

there for that weekend.  They were all very receptive and 

anxious to ask questions and to talk to our Spiritual Ad-

visors.  We  all felt that Christ was beside us, behind us, 

before us, and within us, never to part. 

FCC WC#97 weekend is over, but our journey did not 

end that weekend.  Every Cursillo weekend is always a 

beginning of a new journey. It is on-going and lasts for-

ever, a journey to knowing, serving and loving our Lord. 

De Colores!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ be beside me 

Christ be beside me, Christ be before me, 
Christ be behind me, King of my heart. 
Christ be within me, Christ be below me, 
Christ be above me, never to part. 
 
Christ on my right hand, Christ on my left 
hand, 
Christ all around me, shield in the strife. 
Christ in my sleeping, Christ in my sitting, 
Christ in my rising, light of my heart. 
 
Christ be in all hearts thinking about me, 
Christ be on all tongues telling of me. 
Christ be the vision in eyes that see me, 
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The Graduates  

         Sis. Cristina Marcelino -  
         Ahlstrand  
      Sis. Josie Monteverde  
      Sis. Cecilla Donaldson  
      Sis. Cecilia Inocencio  
      Sis. Rosalie Trance  
      Sis. Irma M. Mangino  
      Sis. Linda Aguirre  
      Sis. Susan Abao  
      Sis. Mary Ann Ortiz  
      Sis. Preeti DõSouza 
      Sis. Aixa Caraballo  
      Sis. Mia Inocencio  
      Sis. Rishni Fernandes  
      Sis. Stella Imosowho  
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Journey with Men®s Cursillo #98 

     God is good, all the time.  When I became the rector of 

Men®s Cursillo #98, I knew I was called.  I was happy being 

myself, to help whenever I can and support whoever is in-

charge.  But God had another plan, He used sister-wife 

Clarita.  Her words still echo, W̄hen are you going to do it, 

when you cannot anymore?° 

Still, I played it cool as under-study but kept in mind 

that I am next and should start preparing for a successful 

weekend, in our human eyes and intelligence.  Learning 

from the Cursillos de Cursillo (CDC) retreat I was picky 

choosing the rollistas and their mentors.  I agreed with the 

National Secretariat philosophy that next to God®s grace, 

the rollos are critical to the weekend and our metanoia.  

The responsibility made me pray harder, knowing I 

cannot do it alone.  I needed to condition myself not only 

mind and heart but physically.  I offered it to God and 

nightly prayers with family gave me conĜdence.  I love the 

formation meetings. The fellowship and sharing inspired 

brother servers.  Everybody enjoyed each other®s compa-

ny and rekindled friendships that developed and grew as 

time went on.    

Men®s candidates are always a challenge. I asked God 

for a certain number but promised to do my best to serve  

 

 

 

 

 

whomever He sent.  He gave us the M̄agniĜcent 7°.    

Monsignor Pompei said, Ȳou have a perfect number°. 

It was a blessed weekend, a beautiful one,. I could not 

ask for more.  Through the palancas, (prayers and sacriĜc-

es), God gave everyone the strength to persevere.  With 

the help of the dedicated and committed spiritual advisors 

and servers, most of whom did an extra mile, I was at 

peace, no worries and just enjoyed the weekend.   

The fruits of our labor cannot be measured, as always, 
it is different for everyone.  The living experience of being 
part of an ideal Christian community, even for a few days, 
lifted us spiritually, servers and new brothers alike.  It trig-
gered an internal religious process that is etched in our 
hearts.  The M̄agniĜcent 7° shared that experience and 
now in God®s hand with better knowhow, strong faith and 
determined free will. We will continue to guide them, as we 
should.  Meanwhile, I continue to pray for them.  De 
Colores!!! 

 

BRO. CELSO PEREZ 

(RECTOR) 

 

Seek The Lord 

Refrain: 

Seek the Lord while He may be found 

Call to Him while He is still near 
 

I 
Today is the day and now the proper 
hour 
To forsake our sinful lives and turn to 
the Lord.  

(refrain) 
 

II 
As high as the sky above the earth, 
So high above our ways, the ways of the 
Lord 
(refrain) 
 

III 
 
Finding the Lord, let us cling to Him 
His words, His Ways, lead us to Life. 
(refrain) 
 
Seek the Lordé(end) 
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